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The Men from the mountains. wﬁé
Aug. 15, 1945..

Just before L saw him yesterday he destroyed the written stuf@
[REISPRIN-TRN
he had for me, becmuse the police called on him, but it turned
wes :
out that all they wanted/to tell him he could stay in Baden

ti1ll end of the month. He hopes to get permission to reside
in ZHrich after that, in which case he will be delighted to
meet Dubois, Hes given up idia of going %o Ltaly now, as
friends tell him he would be arrested if he should show himself
in publie there..

Says mussolini is.on island of Ponza in Gulf of Gaeta.

Germans have increased considerably in nerthern Germany,
especially in Savonna and vdine. There is also a German
army corps garrissoned at various points around Home, controlling
the political situation by its pewer to put through a. coup
dtétat, oceupy Homeif necessary. (&lso the ltalian troops in
Rome are of the Faseist brand.)

. Thinks, however, that Germans would fight a rearguard
action clear back to the Alps, not try to hold the Po Valley,
but from back in Alps would dominate the Po ¥alley and make
things hot for an oceupying foree there,

The People

Disorganized and isolated. RRconnections wmee take a week
from Genoa to mMilan or milan to Trieste, so written orders,
tracts, newspapers, courrliers are twoglow to allew of coordine
ation of efforts. Radio is only way to coordinate people's
action. There are many iso;gE;Q_;g;i;U;Irike;of a day or . half
a day. He s8ys all he meant T0 realist party to do was
"make propaganda for a general strike” but unfortunately the
cable he sent to London through us said "déglarens Gréve..."

i and result was that when London broadcast 1t Monday morning some

i people in Genoa took 1t for an lmmediate order and stuck on

: T3 Y 1. ETRWEX® It also touched off a strike
at the Breda works in Milan on either monday or tuesday -- where

troops faced a crowd of Breda workers and commander gave order

“  to fire, one of his officers ra Jeetd and_the commander
shot him dead on the spot as 1T been insubordinate in
the face 6T the enemy. (<) her vietims of that incident.

Troops were very rough with workers in Genoca also but no victims,
Younger workers who diobey are put in the army and sent to
CalabTidg =lthough previously exempt from military service as
techniciens in armement factories. Thus the head of the
socialist party in ftaly and 3 BX or 4 coworkeTs in the party
were taken and sent %o Calabria without even a chance to go
home to change their clotlés or tell their families goodbye.
Mussolini's price-control commissars have lost control of

brices and they are rising rapidly, which of ecourse is causing

{ distress among workers and may prove very lmportant.

| The -people are depressed and waiting. milan aend Genoa are

* somewhat_§E?IV§’BEE"TE?nn is quite, due to mysterious and
"Hqulvegue" guietness of communists. He says recent decresase
in attentats in France is no doubt due to mysterious
quieting down of communists. He implied that the communists




