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last night I saw Jgnatio Silone at the Oprachts and
ha guve ms the Followirn mah howr's private
talk.—Several of the Itallen generals under the lamder-
ahip of Badegile and toe easily led crown-prince Umbarto
are convinged thet Itely will shortly lose the war,

The ltalisn commgreial attaché to Berlin, whom
Slione has known for.a aumber of years and in whom he
hes confidenca, approsched Silone within the lest two
weeka, having cowe directly irém the headauerters aof
Umbarto with certein proposals. This group is convinced
that after the fmll of Bizerte and Tunls, Turkey will loin
the MYies during the spring, and the [tellans are most
uarious fo arrive at some: arrangsmsnt for cepltulating
during the short interim which they believe will take
Place between the final conguest of North Afriea and
Turkey's active entry on sour side. "
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The greet hesitetion on the part of thls sepaprated
Zroup 1s caused by the fear that . within two months of
leaving Germany, Italy would be fmeed with 3 - 4 00D 000
unemployed, because they are snbirely depéndsnt on Germeny'a
¢ual 20d raw meterials, and tit the Epltish have lpsuf-
ficlent transport facilities ta be abla to E%ll tne zap.

e Aoaretation

"The great guastion seems- ta b rrovigional goverp-
ment for which this zroup are trying to lay s foundation.
The Berlin commercial ettaché scught out Eiil::m{I to fInd
out 1 the Soecialists in Itely wauld support the separatist
group. - Silone, after conferming with his colleagues, tald
the atiaché Lo carry buck a messege tc Plemonte, that if
Bedoglic and Umberto take the imitlstive in rorging e
3oparate peacs, the Soelalist Partr wikl supoort thiz move
and leave the form of govermment to be decided leter on by
the will of the people. Slleone expressed himsel? pa extiremely
suspleious of the royal house, because he called to mind the
¥eteottl affelr of 1924, which, according to Silone, at
Mussolini™s order led to the assegination of Metecttl and
reaultad in the unkapt promlse by Victor Eemapus] to depoas
kussoiinl at tne followlpg assembly, if the Spoeislilsts would
mesntime keep the peice.

The dommercial attsaché hes now returned to Sedoglic’s
heasdquarters with Silone's reply.

He'belleves that the widely circulated lnformation of
italy's dalng cceupied by Germans is largely fiction, ¢leiming
thet thls Germer gromp conslgted meztly of technleal aévisers
and that they eould not poasibly control the Tialian LeapleE
should they decide to act ageinst the will of the cGermen
govarnment.
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